
end to overly bureaucratic and industrialized methods of   
providing the things that people need to survive, methods that 
more people are realizing contribute not only to                   
environmental issues like erosion, desertification, and        
pollution, but also to political and cultural issues like         
terrorism, corporate greed, and exploitation.   

In a time where sustainability is on the lips of nearly 
every reform minded politician in the United States and the 
world, agrarians can be proud that their more traditional 
voices have a fresh new resonance with a culture more      
technologized and industrialized than any the world has seen.  
To read more about the principles that are shaping modern 
agrarianism, look for these titles by some of today’s well-know 
agrarian thinkers like Art of the Commonplace: The Agrarian 
Essays of Wendell Berry, or Becoming Native to this Place by 
Wes Jackson.  A couple of good collections of modern Agrarian 
thought are The Essential Agrarian Reader, Edited by       
Norman Wirzba, and The New Agrarianism, Edited by Eric T. 
Freyfogle.  In these, you will find poets, scientists, philosophers, 
lawyers, writers, and educators, all of whom love farming and 
many of whom live, work, and write on their own farms. 
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The United States Department of Agriculture’s 
Farm Service Agency released its most current 
fact sheet in January regarding loans for 
farmers. There are a variety of areas that 
farmers can receive aid that might be helpful 
for you or someone you may know. The five 
areas listed 
on the USDA 
website are 
as follows:  

Direct Ownership Loans “With this loan 
you can purchase farmland, construct or 
repair buildings and other fixtures, and 
promote soil and water conservation.” 
Direct Operating Loans “You may with this 
loan purchase items such as livestock, farm 
equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm chemicals, 
insurance, and other operating expenses. 
They can also be used to pay for minor   
improvements to buildings, costs associated with land and water development, 
family subsistence, and to refinance debts under certain conditions.”  
Emergency Farm Loans  “This loan helps producers recover from production 
losses due to drought, flooding, other natural disasters, or quarantine.” 
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Loans “FSA provides direct and guaranteed 
loans to beginning farmers and ranchers who are unable to obtain financing from 
commercial credit sources. Each fiscal year, the Agency targets a portion of 

its   direct and guaranteed Ownership and Operating 
funds to beginning farmers and ranchers.” 
Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers 
“FSA makes and guarantees loans to approved  
socially disadvantaged applicants to buy and    
operate family-size farms and ranches.” 

Youth Loans “ FSA makes loans to 
individual rural youths to establish 
and operate income-producing    
projects of modest size in connection 
with their participation in 4-H 
clubs, Future Farmers of America, 
or similar organizations.”  
 
Learn more at the FSA website 
about details of these loans,      
www.fsa.usda.gov; or, learn more 
and/or apply at your local Farm  
Service Agency, listed under U.S. 

Government, Department of  Agriculture or Farm 
Service Agency in the telephone directory.  
 
For Carroll County contact: (330)627-5536  (Carrollton). 
For Tuscarawas County contact: (330) 339-5585 
(New Philadelphia).  

National Headline: Loans for  Farmers  

You hear a lot about “sustainability” these days, and not 
just in environmental circles.  Society is starting to realize again 
what used to be known as a matter of course, that we cannot 
operate on any level—politically, economically, or culturally—
consuming more than we can produce in a healthy and beneficial 
fashion.  Thinking in this far-sighted holistic way, however, is a 
habit that most agrarians, a term used to describe people who look 
at the world from the distinct perspective of a cultivator of the land, 
find pretty familiar.  This is so    because for traditional farmers 
concerned about long term  productivity, producing what one 
needs to survive is the name of the game, and working the land 
too hard for too much of a yield is a sin against the farm and 
one’s own future.   

This intimate knowledge of sustainability, held by cultivators of 
the land for generations, has recently been put to good use. 
Thinkers from every discipline have begun to realize that in the 
small farm there is a standard that measures life not in gross 
domestic products or global market trends, but in one’s ability to 
provide for the needs of one’s self and one’s community in a cost       
effective, compassionate, and personalized way.  Whether 
the general public realizes it or not, it is the philosophy of agrarianism 
that underlies the drive toward energy independence,   
localized markets for food and goods, organic products, and an 
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When you are starting your planting this spring, try some of 
these practices! These practices will not only help you       
economically but also increase your consciousness about the 
health of top-soil and water resources so that future generations 
will also be able to farm the land.  Information provided is 
based on the Ohio Agronomy Guide’s second chapter, Soil 
and Water Management, by Dr. Donald Eckert.  
 
Farmers need to know about the soil types on their land and 
the best management practices that go along with their soil 
types to boost production. Some of this information may be a 
repeat for the established farmer, but a good review never 
hurt anyone—for those just starting or who want to change 
their practices to better serve their land, here are some    
important concepts to remember. One word: Drainage. When 
proper methods of drainage are not planned out, those  
farms will often fall into the category with  poor crop          
performance for that year. Drainage improvements may be 
expensive but in the long run they can be among the most 
profitable actions you can take. Ways that drainage can be 
improved are: grading your land to eliminate low spots and 
support controlled runoff from your fields; installing surface 
drains and ditches to collect water and channel it safely off 
the field; and installing perforated pipe below the topsoil to 
collect and drain excess water from the soil.  
 
Why should I use the no-tillage method? There are many 
reasons why this way of planting is beneficial—ultimately, 
conservation tillage systems that leave crop residue on the 
soil surface reduce crusting of the soil. ‘Crusting’ is bad    
because it hinders seeds from coming up in the spring and 
can restrict mid-season rainfall from being soaked up into 
the soil. Crop residues can also help reduce the evaporation 
of soil water, making moisture more available for crop use. 
Fall-seeded small grains make good crop cover (in Ohio, rye 
is most popular). Conservation tillage systems leave at least 
30% of the soil surface covered with plant-residue mulch 
(remains of the previous crop or cover crop) after planting. 
You also use tillage tools that do not overturn the soil but 
mix it shallowly. You should try to delay your no-till planting until 
later morning to allow your residues to dry out from the 
morning dew. Many farmers have adopted these methods 
because it saves time and fuel and the mulch left on the soil 
surface cuts back on soil erosion.  
 
Erosion control is a major concern for most farmers because 
it reduces field productivity and significantly adds to        

water-quality                
problems. Ohio soils 
are eroding far more 
than what can be 
produced naturally 
to replace what is 
being lost. Soil is 
the number one 
pollutant of 
American water 
ways. Erosion control measures 
are needed on your farm not only to preserve 
soil resources but also to keep your waterways clean.  
 
In addition, heavy equipment and loads are driven over the soil 
when it is too wet, it can cause compaction. Due to warmer     
winters in Ohio, this problem seems to be increasing for area 
farmers. Ways to try to help this problem are: inflating tires to 
proper pressure, reducing axle loads (especially during harvest) 
and limiting the area upon which you drive. Rule of thumb, you 
should delay planting until the soils are crumbly and therefore 
good seed-soil contact can be made. Compaction should be    
eliminated before implementing the no-till method.  

There are a variety of ways residents 
within the Huff Run Watershed can support 
their local economy, and buying goods 
from your local Farm Stands and Farmers 
Markets is an excellent start! Comprehensive 
listings of these markets, listed by county 
can be found on the Ohio Proud website 
at www.ohioproud.com.  

Also, Rural Action has created a Forest 
Landowner Resource Guide designed for    
landowners interested in creating a long-term 

Rural Action Sustainable Agriculture 
believes that a thriving local food economy 
plays a fundamental role in strengthening our 
communities. To this extent, we have 
helped create new farmers markets,    
increased institutional buying from local 
farmers, and assisted with the development of 
the areas only produce auction. By doing 
so, we have ensured that more of our   
dollars stay local, increasing the vitality 
and capacity of each community. 

woodlands management plan. For more 
information about Rural Action’s Sustainable 
Agriculture Program, or if you’d like to 
discuss with us ways to improve your 
local food system, please visit our    
website at www.ruralaction.org, or    
contact us by phone at (740) 767-4938.  
 

Area of Focus: Caring for Your Soil This Spring 
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Besides Conservation Tillage and No-Till practices, here 
are some other conservation practices for your fields:  

 Contour Cropping: reduces erosion up to 50%        
compared to up-and-down-hill tillage. Grass water-
ways are usually necessary to carry runoff water 
safely from the contour rows. 

 Strip-Cropping: alternating contour strips of sod and 
row crops can produce as much as 25% less erosion 
than up-and-down-hill tillage . 

 Terraces: channels and ridges built across slopes to 
catch and divert run-off water, these are better for 
longer slopes.  

 Grass Waterways: whether natural or constructed, 
these wide flat channels/waterways, protected by 
grass cover, serve as a secure path for runoff water 
from contour rows, terraces, etc.  

 
To learn more, please visit www.ohioline.osu.edu 

Upcoming Events: 
Carroll , Columbiana, Harrison, Jefferson, and 

Tuscarawas Soil and Water Offices are 

sponsoring a Grazing School in cooperation 

with OSU Extension  on March 12th, 19th, and 

28th. You must RSVP to Carroll SWCD by 

March 2nd. (330) 627‐9852  



Page 3 Huf f  Run Watershed    Vo lume 2 Winter  /  Spr ing Issue 





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



